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Colour the stars above in this order

/★3 blue stars
/★9 more pink stars than blue stars 

Without counting, how many stars did you colour altogether? 

..........................

Question: 9 fluffy rabbits were hopping around on the farm. 
There were 3 more spiky hedgehogs than rabbits. 
How many animals were there altogether?

Step 1:  Read the question carefully. What do you know?
There are some rabbits and hedgehogs on the farm.
You need to find how many are there altogether.

Step 2:  Highlight the key words.
There were 9 rabbits and 3 more hedgehogs. 
How many animals were there altogether?

Step 3:  Decide what you need to do.
Find the number of hedgehogs. Add the number of 
hedgehogs and rabbits.

Step 4:  Work it out.
9 + 3 = 12 hedgehogs. 
12 + 9 = 21 animals.   

Step 5:  Check, does it make sense?
3 more than 9 = 9 + 3 = 12 hedgehogs.
12 + 9 = 21 animals. 

Gauss was a mathematician who lived 
around 150 years ago? 

His primary school teacher asked the class to add up 
1, 2, 3, ..... 98, 99, 100. 

Gauss did the sum in less than a minute. The trick 
he used was to make 50 groups of 101 by adding 

1+100=101, 2+99=101, 3+98=101 etc. 
50 groups of 101 make 5050 (101x5=505 hence 101 

x 50=5050), so the answer is 5050 

See if you can find tricks to make your sums easier.

DID YOU KNOW?

Try these:

★ Use sketching or real objects to describe or act out the question.

★ Use lower values in the same context. Eg. this question could have been; 
 “There were 2 rabbits and 3 more hedgehogs than rabbits…….”

★ Answer what is being asked. A common mistake on this question is to find how 
 many hedgehogs there were, rather than how many animals there were altogether. 

★ Do not worry if you make mistakes and enjoy it!
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